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Notes:

Staple Down 

Proper location for Staple 

• To avoid movement in 
hardwood floor relative 
humidity should be 
maintained year round 
at 35-55%

• The use of flooring putty 
to cover small cracks or 
face nail holes should 
be considered normal in 
hardwood flooring 
installation. 

Radiant Heat Subfloors – See instructions on reverse page (Glue 
Down Installation) 

FLOATING INSTALLATION

• 3/8”, ½”, 9/16 or 5/8 product 3” width or wider can be floated in 
some, not all, installations. If necessary call your supplier for details.

• Adequate and proper stapling as well as soundness of the 
subfloor should be ascertained. Foreign material shall be 
removed from the subfloor surface and swept clean.

• The clean subfloor surface shall be covered, wall to wall, with 
15 lb. asphalt saturated felt, Aquabar®

 B, or moisture mat (no 
rosin paper). Butt the edges of this felt when positioning it.

• Laying direction for plank flooring: Flooring should be laid at 
right angles to the floor joists and, if possible, in the direction 
of the longest dimension of the room.

Note: Normally, expansion space around the room should be the 
same distance as the thickness of the hardwood flooring. 

• The floor should be installed from several cartons at the same 
time to ensure color and shade mix.

• End joints should never be closer than 4” from each other.

• Staple Engineered Plank Hardwood Flooring: The first and 
last row of flooring should be face nailed and filled,as well as 
staples placed at Tongue. Staple each board along the 
tongue every 4 to 6 inches apart and within 2 inches of each 
end joint. This should be done to the entire floor.

It is recommended
that all engineered products acclimate for 2 days.
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  FOR UNFINISHED PRODUCTS
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Notes:

Staple Down 

Proper location for Staple 

• To avoid movement in 
hardwood floor relative 
humidity should be 
maintained year round 
at 35-55%

• The use of flooring putty 
to cover small cracks or 
face nail holes should 
be considered normal in 
hardwood flooring 
installation. 

Radiant Heat Subfloors – See instructions on reverse page (Glue 
Down Installation) 

FLOATING INSTALLATION

• 3/8”, ½”, 9/16 or 5/8 product 3” width or wider can be floated in 
some, not all, installations. If necessary call your supplier for details.

• Adequate and proper stapling as well as soundness of the 
subfloor should be ascertained. Foreign material shall be 
removed from the subfloor surface and swept clean.

• The clean subfloor surface shall be covered, wall to wall, with 
15 lb. asphalt saturated felt, Aquabar®

 B, or moisture mat (no 
rosin paper). Butt the edges of this felt when positioning it.

• Laying direction for plank flooring: Flooring should be laid at 
right angles to the floor joists and, if possible, in the direction 
of the longest dimension of the room.

Note: Normally, expansion space around the room should be the 
same distance as the thickness of the hardwood flooring. 

• The floor should be installed from several cartons at the same 
time to ensure color and shade mix.

• End joints should never be closer than 4” from each other.

• Staple Engineered Plank Hardwood Flooring: The first and 
last row of flooring should be face nailed and filled,as well as 
staples placed at Tongue. Staple each board along the 
tongue every 4 to 6 inches apart and within 2 inches of each 
end joint. This should be done to the entire floor.

BR-E-50
(7/5/16)

      •    Do not start sanding product until adhesive has cured.

Concrete subfloor Moisture Testing (minimum 3000 PSI):
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Concrete subfloor Moisture Testing (minimum 3000 PSI):

Subfloor irregularities and undulation may cause any wood flooring installation to  
develop hollow spots between the flooring and subfloor and/or lead to noise, i.e . 
squeaking, popping or crackling. These hollow spots are NOT the result of any wood
floor manufacturing defect and are NOT covered by the flooring manufacturer warranty.
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IMPORTANT HEALTH NOTICE FOR MINNESOTA RESIDENTS:

-

WARNING:

EPA TSCA Title VI and CARB ATCM PHASE 2 COMPLIANT
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FLOATING INSTALLATION

• 3/8”, ½”, 9/16 or 5/8 product 3” width or wider can be floated in 
some, not all, installations. If necessary call your supplier for details.

• Adequate and proper stapling as well as soundness of the 
subfloor should be ascertained. Foreign material shall be 
removed from the subfloor surface and swept clean.
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following: 15lb. asphalt saturated felt, moisture mat or Aquabar  B
(no rosin paper). Butt the edges when positioning one or the above

may be in the floor.
mentioned moisture retarder. Double the felt around heat ducts that

General Staple/Nail Down Installation Instruction:

Preparation of subfloor: Subfloor irregularities and undulation may 
cause any wood flooring installation to develop hollow spots between 
the flooring and subfloor and/or lead to noise, i.e. squeaking, popping or  
crackling. These hollow spots are NOT the result of any wood floor 
manufacturing defect and are NOT covered by the flooring manufacturer
warranty.

• End joints should never be closer than 4” to 6” from each other.

Staple or Nail Engineered Plank Hardwood Flooring: The first and

            
 •      3/8” & 7/16” Staple Down using 1 1/4” to 1 1/2” long staples or 20 

 •      1/2” & 5/8” Staple Down using 1 1/2” long staples or either 15 gauge or 18              
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